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Inmate Population Trends
The history of prisons in the USA can be marked way back in the times of Pennsylvanian Quakers. In 1790, they built a decent place that was a little bit better than the dungeons and took prisoners there. They presented them with scriptures to read and repent with a hope that they would transform. The prison numbers, as well as inmate numbers, have increased over time to what it is today. The number of inmates has dramatically ascended over the past four decades leaving mast interested parties wondering what would be the factors underlying this situation. Incarceration rose from two hundred inmates in the year 1970 to two and a half million inmates in 2019. That poses some questions.
Even though there are no many discussions written on the same, an attempt to explain the situation pointed out a few factors that could be probable causes of this situation. The first factor would be the increased crimes in America today as compared in those days. That alone holds a lot of meaning as far as this discussion is concerned. In 2006 over 100 million cases had been filed resulting in a lot of people being taken to prison since the proportion is direct. The other incident causing this situation would be the increment in the length of incarceration for each crime. Cases such as rape and robbery with violence have undergone policy review and sentencing increased for them. A longer sentence would then account for a longer stay in the prison and hence the large numbers. Equally, the probability of being incarcerated when an individual has committed petty crimes such as shoplifting has largely increased. This too could result in more inmates.
In conclusion, the government should reconsider the policies involved in incarceration. At least the court should increase focus on bails rather than imprisonment, while on the other side the ministry involved should help in reducing sentences for some crimes while at the same time pardoning petty offenders and in return concentrating on serious offends. Failure to that, a bigger population will be seen in prison soon which would lead to even worse case scenarios. Probably, when the prisons are flooded, more crimes in and out of prison will be increased as the prison management go out of hand.
